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cannot be found, then it must be artificially created; be-
cause, if it is impossible to get possession of the whole
Straits, we should at least have an eye to the enormous
political advantage which the Bosphorus has." 227
French public opinion, however, had been reassured by
the Balkan victories and began to take a new interest in
Russia's Balkan policies. A public declaration by Poincare
of French loyalty to Russia had aroused great enthusiasm.
"Nothing succeeds like success," Izvolski reported; "under
the influence of recent events one notices here a marked
change in feeling in favor of the Balkan States and the
Russian point of view"; and he added that he would do all
he could to strengthen this new attitude, especially by in-
fluencing the Press, but for this he needed more money at
his disposal.228 Poincare was not enthusiastic for Sazonov's
program of intervention which would antagonize Bulgaria
and Serbia. He was impressed by the new weight and in-
fluence which the Balkan victories had given to the Slav
cause and to the Triple Entente in the Balance of Power in
Europe. He also suspected that Austria, backed by Ger-
many, might take advantage of the situation to attempt ter-
ritorial aggrandizements, and this he was determined to
prevent, not only in the interests of Russia and Serbia, but
of France and the prestige of the Triple Entente. He was
more concerned over what Austria might do, than at Sazo-
nov's anxiety about Constantinople. As Izvolski reported
on November 7: "Whereas France up to the present has
declared that local, so to speak, purely Balkan events could
not induce her to take any active measures, the French
Government now appears to admit that an acquisition of
territory on the part of Austria in the Balkans would affect
the general European equilibrium and consequently also the
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